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I am having a year off from racing this year to spend some time traveling with my wife.

A good friend of mine who is no longer with us once stood up at a Fed function and
stated that it is a shame that so many good flyers have come and gone in the Fed 
and taken all that knowledge with them.  I don’t want to be one of them, 
which is why I want to pass on all that I have learnt during the past 38 years.

Every thing about pigeon racing is important, you must have good pigeons, housed in
a good loft, fed correctly as well as managed and prepared for the tasks facing them
on race day.

Knowing these things is not the same as doing them.

The best fanciers are those who are the most observant with the best memories.

Advice is easy to come by, especially over the internet, but sorting that advice to suit 
your lifestyle and your pigeons is the hard part.

I hope that I can pass on some of my knowledge tonight that will be of interest to you.

Opening Statement



• I have Been racing for continuously for 38 years

• Been very successful in Club, Section and Fed racing

• Have won 26 Open Feds or combine races

• Won the Fed averages 5 times in the last 8 years

• Won averages 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2021

• Only flyer to win Fed averages 3 years in a row

• 2021 finished top 20 every race and 15 times in the top 10

• 2021 won averages over the 26 races by 93 points.

Performances





• Start breeding 55 to 60 days before last race

• Planned matings months before (more on breeding later)

• No medication before starting the breeding

• High protein grain mix plus pellets while breeding

• Two rounds only - finished by the end of November

• First round youngsters over weekend of final race 

• Important – separate young hens and cocks as they come over

• Special loft layout discuss later.

• Teach them to eat properly and to know hunger.

My System or Routine



My System or Routine

• Youngsters out separate in afternoons only to start with

• Hens out AM cocks PM swap around every week

• Vaccinate around Xmas/New Year for PMV Pox and Rota 

• Cut and pull last two flights14 days later.

• Lights on in the loft until 8pm from January to March

• Helps speed up the growing of the flights

• Lights off for couple of weeks late February/early March

• Helps speed up the dropping of the body feathers

• Under floor ventilation on timer during the hot months



My System or Routine
• Start working them together from March, 1st race early May

• Separate sexes after working or tossing

• Pulled flights fully regrown in 6 to 8 weeks

• Work for 30 to 45 minutes AM & PM

• Start tossing late March and full race routine by mid-April

• Allowed in back nest section every Sat and after every toss

• Every bird to 100k toss or race every Sat during race season

• Create appetite early in the week

• Getting the feeding right, build up to end of week



Feeding

• Feeding separates the good from not so good fanciers

• Protein for pigeons when breeding, growing & moulting

• Carbs and fats for racing

• Teach the pigeons to eat all grains in the mixture

• Teach them hunger to appreciate the loft and what it provides

• Create appetite in race birds early in week

• Ready to race on Saturday

• Gradual build up towards end of the week (basketing)

• Pigeons crop is the problem to overcome in feeding















Medication

• Treat stock for worms & lice only before breeding

• No general medication for stock or youngsters

• Look to build natural immunity 

• Treat individual birds for canker if necessary

• No regular medication program during the season

• Will treat if required based on droppings and performance

• Avoid the medication merry-go-round.

• Use Eprinex, EQuest Plus, Coopex and Prescription Meds



Supplements

• Acid Pack 4 Way in water Monday/Wednesday 

• Iodine and Orego Stim in water every Tuesday

• Oil on feed with Min Mix, vitamins & yeast every Thursday

• Garlic oil + multi Vitamins + Vitamin E + Co Enzyme Q10 

• Min Mix = equilibrium horse mineral mix. 

• Mixture of fruit acids Citric, Tartaric Acid + Malic acid

• Have used garlic during the moult





Breeding

• No science to breeding racing pigeons

• 50% of genes from each parent

• Hens receive their X chromosome from their sire

• Develop a family based on consistent winning lines

• Introduce new crosses, back-mate to the family

• Line-breeding is a form of in-breeding

• Interrupted and uninterrupted line-breeding



Breeding

• Cock has two XX Chromosomes

• Hen has X and Y Chromosome

• The X Chromosome carries additional genetic info

• The Y Chromosome does NOT

• The hen decides the sex of young

• Follow the X Chromosome
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My Pigeons

• Based on a foundation pair.

• Foundation cock is from a Mueleman cock to a SVR hen.

• Foundation hen is ¾ Janssen and ¼ old Brisbane Balfe lines.

• Foundation pair are in the background of all my best pigeons

• Always looking to introduce a cross and test them in races

• Mate back to the Foundation pair going forward

• Like in-bred pigeons to continue the family line

• Always breed forward, not back to re-create pigeons past











Any questions?

Additional information can be found on my website

www.tyberrylofts.com


