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News

2009 Awards

To nominate online or for more information go to www.sagreat.com.au Enquiries: T 8211 8111  E reception@sagreat.com.au

Nominations are now open for the 2009 South Australian of the Year Awards. Each year these  
Awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of inspirational South Australians.

Nominate a great 
South Australian

Closing date of Nominations: Monday 5 October, 2009

Save the earth 
with solar power

for as little as... 
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Pigeon faster than broadband
EMILY MILLER
IN DURBAN

A SOUTH African company is to
start using a carrier pigeon to
transfer data between its offices -
because bosses believe it will be
quicker than broadband.

IT experts at a financial services
firm say it takes up to six hours
to transfer four gigabytes of
encrypted data between two of its
offices which are 75km apart.

Staff will save valuable time by
instead having the information
transported by a homing pigeon
named Winston.

Workers will attach a memory

card containing the data to the
bird’s leg and let nature take its
course.

Experts believe the specially-
trained 11-month-old bird will com-
plete the flight in just 45 minutes
- and at a fraction of the cost.

Unlimited Group boss Kevin
Rolfe said: ‘‘It might sound crazy
in this day and age, but we’re
always looking for new ways to
move our business forward and we
think this might just work.

‘‘For years we’ve struggled with
the internet as a method of com-
munication. It’s fine for emails and
correspondence, but we need to
transfer a lot of data from one office

to another and find that it quite
often lets us down.

‘‘To send four gigabytes of
encrypted information takes
around six hours on a good day.
If we get bad weather and the
service goes down then it can take
up to two days to get through.

‘‘We started looking at other
ways to solve the problem and
discovered that carrier pigeons
could do the job a lot quicker.’’

If the first pigeon flight is a
success, bosses say they will em-
ploy Winston and some of his
feathered friends to make a weekly
trip between the firm’s two offices.

Uneasy truce
in tense Tehran

VOLATILE: Opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi (with beard) is
protected by bodyguards as a Government supporter abuses him

NASSER KARIMI
IN TEHRAN

AN uneasy calm descended on
Tehran last night just hours after
violent clashes during a march
by tens of of thousands of pro-
testers - many decked out in the
green colors of the reform move-
ment and chanting ‘‘Death to the
dictator’’ - marched through the
Iranian capital.

In the first major opposition
protests in two months, demon-
strators marching shoulder-to-
shoulder raised their hands in
V-signs on main boulevards and
squares.

Lines of police, security forces
and plainclothes militiamen kept
the two sides apart in most cases.
At times they waded into the pro-
testers with baton charges and
teargas volleys. The demonstrators
responded by throwing stones and
bricks, and setting tyres ablaze.

Hardliners attacked two senior
Opposition leaders who joined the
protests. Former pro-reform presi-
dent Mohamad Khatami was
shoved and jostled, gripping his
black turban to keep it from being
knocked off as supporters rushed
in to protect him, pushing away the
attackers and hustling him away.

The protests were a significant
show of defiance after supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei ex-
plicitly banned anti-government
marches on Quds Day, an annual
memorial created by Iran’s Islamic
Republic to show support for the
Palestinians and denounce Israel.

Quds is Arabic for Jerusalem. It
was also a show of survival.

The Opposition has been hit hard
by a fierce crackdown in which
hundreds have been arrested since
disputed June 12 presidential elec-
tions sparked Iran’s worst political
turmoil in decades.

P r e s i d e n t M a h m o u d
Ahmadinejad, who the Opposition
contends won re-election by fraud,
delivered a nationally televised ad-
dress, railing against Israel and the
West. He told supporters at Tehran
University he questioned whether
the Holocaust was a ‘‘real event’’
and said Israel was founded on ‘‘a
lie and a mythical claim’’.

US officials denounced the
Iranian leader’s comments on the

Holocaust, which Susan Rice, Am-
bassador to the United Nations,
called ‘‘hateful’’. She said President
Barack Obama would not meet Mr
Ahmadinejad during this week’s
gathering of world leaders at the
UN General Assembly.

Opposition supporters wearing
green T-shirts and wristbands
poured onto main boulevards and
squares in Tehran, waving green
banners and balloons, and pictures
of Opposition Leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi, who claims to be the
rightful winner of the election.

Government supporters also
tried to attack Mr Mousavi when
he joined a march.

YouTube youths hit poverty
A GROUP of young South Australians are tackling
global poverty on internet site YouTube.

The Oaktree Foundation - a youth-run aid and
development organisation - this month launched its
Stand Up For Change campaign.

During the month-long campaign, volunteers will
gather video petitions asking the Federal Government
to give 0.7 per cent of gross national income to foreign
aid, in line with the UN Millennium Declaration.

Bashing at kids’ athletics
A SPORTS administrator has been punched in the
head and left unconscious after an argument with
a spectator at a Little Athletics event in Sydney.

Police said a 42-year-old man was assaulted by
another man after speaking to a group of spectators
on an oval at St Marys on Friday evening.

The man fell to the ground and lost consciousness
after being punched, police said. He was treated at
the scene and taken to Nepean Hospital.


