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Wet canker control during racing
By Dr. Colin Walker. BSc BVSe MRCVS

With racing now in full swing in some states and just about to start in others, ones attention
turns to the most common form inhibiting disease namely wet canker.

Let me just state that it is simply not possible for the birds to give of their best if they have
wel canker.

This health problem is extremely common and, in fact, it is my experience that once the
stress of racing starts, if it has been longer than three weeks since birds have been treated
than approximately 90% of them will test positive to this problem. Given this incidence,
unless a crop flush has been done to show that the birds are free of the problem it is safer to
assume infection and treat the birds for it. For most fanciers, it is unrealistic to think that for
some particular reason their birds are not going to develop the problem given the fact that
their birds are in the same baskets as all the others, drinking the same water and coming
under the same stress.

And so how does one achieve control? The aim is to give the lowest level of medication that
keeps the birds free of canker organisms. This will vary from one loft to another depending
on factors such as the genetic make up of the birds, how well they are cared for and the type
of canker strains present. Because of these factors, what works well in one loft may fail tc
give control in another. Different fanciers tend to use different protocols all with success so
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that in one loft 1 day of Emtryl per week may work well while in another loft 3 days of
Turbosole every third week also works well. An additional factor to consider is that canker
strains vary in their sensitivity to particular medications. Resistance it seems to all of the
common anti canker drugs occurs and from this point of view no particular drug is better
than another. Similarly, because of the possibility of drug resistance fanciers can’t assume
that just because the birds have been treated with a particular medication that the canker
organisms have been cleared.

Ideally, the best way to determine both the frequency of dosing and length of treatment
required, is through monitoring crop flushes. Also crop flushing is a good idea after treatment
to ensure that treatment has been successful.

When testing is not possible or practical, I find that in the majority of lofts giving 2 days on
an anti canker drug every second week (usually on Monday and Tuesday) during racing
gives good control. In order to head off resistance 1 find it best to periodically change the
medication used. I usually recommend basing a control program on a ronidazole product
{eg. Turbosole) because this is the safest medication available and perhaps using this for 2 or
3 treatments whilst substituting with an alternative medication ( eg. Flagyl or Emtryl) every
third or fourth treatment.

Fanciers wishing more information can contact me at

The Knox Bird Clinic on (03) 9800 5311.
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F&M Stead, Fed Winners, YB National Winners!

“The Buzz you get from watching these birds arrive and Top the Fed is
=

indescribable!
“Proven Speed is what vou n

Complete Clearance Sale at *“The Sale Centre™, Speed Street, Liverpool August 12",
CCF holdover then August 19*. Viewing from 11:00 am, sale to commence at 1:00pm.
Busschaarts plus six Irish Imports, Janssens, Meulemans, Gary Donovans inbred from
his 1988 clearance sale. Several Distance Birds, Eric Steven’s Mosaic Crane/Peddy
National Family and Keith Saggers “Old Family” Jurions and Wickhams.

These are the pigeons my daughter and I have been winning with for the past decade.
They won Melinda her first YB National at 16 and her second YB National at 19. Birds
of this caliber just don’t come along every day and they are not going to stop winning
Jjust because you buy them!

Inquiries and Catalogues: Peter Mc Caw a/h 02 9788 7305 or 02 9790 5891, John
Lake 02 9533 2434, Frank (if back from sea) 02 9580 1873 or 0414 969 873 or
melstead @bigpond.com.au View Sundays just phone Peter. Interstate buyers can
arrange impartial representation through Liverpool Clubs Gordon Greedy on 02
9759 7559.

“worth waiting for!!!”
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