Tribute To John Pryor

Several weeks ago a Director ol the
Australian Pigeon Fanciers
Association asked me if 1 would con-
tribute a repular article 10 the maga-
zine. | accepled on the condition (hat
it would not be on a regular monthly
basis. perhaps once every two months
at best.  Well 1his is my [irst article
since being asked :und | am sure that all
pigeon fanciers Ausiralia wide will
understand that this article is one thal |
never thought 1 would be writing and
one lhat gives me no pleasurc in
reporting. In fact by the time you all
read 1t it will be old news but never
the less. news that must be reporied.

A1 7.30pm on the evening of Monday.
6th December. 1999 John Pryor.
arguably the bext pigeon flyer in
Auvstralia at this present lime and prob-
ably for at least the past ten years, dicd
in Sydney at the age ol 58, Hc left
Adelaide with his friend and fellow
fancier Curley Moricic on Thursday.
2nd December 10 atiend the 1999
Australian  Pigeon Convention &
Expo. He was one of the guest speak-
ers on the Saturday and Sunday along
with others of (he calibre of Dr. Colin
Walker. Dr. Rob Marshall. Dr. Michac}
Cannon. Graham Davison and of

course the lamed Jo Herbots of

Herbots Brothers of Halle-

Booienhoven. Belgium.

John had a heart attack on the bus on
which he wus mavelling after spending
a day visiting several sothern lofts on
the tour. All efforts 10 revive him
failed. Word of his death spread across
the Australian  Racing  Pigeon
Fraternity with the speed of lightning.
[ learm of it myself with utier disbelief
less than nvo hours after the tragic
moment. On that day back here in
Adelaide. around 7.00pm. my wife
Beverley und | were drving home
along Grand Junction Road from Port
Adeluide. Without xaying anything 10
my wile. for a few fleeting moments
my Lhoughts were with John and
Curley. 1 was wondering how they gol
on in Sydney. never doubling for a sec-
ond that they would not have had a
great time. and briefly thinking that
perhaps 1 should surprise John by
phoning him at his hotel room later in
the evening. The thought quickly dis-
appeared aftier arriving home when
other tasks and phone calls ook prece-

The Australian Pigeon Funcier

dence. and after all. they'li be back womor-
row evening, Later, i call from Juhn Cuck
around 8.45pm advised me (hat John
Pryor had died.

As shattered ax we both were. almost dis-
believing. al the same time we imagined
how shaticred Ross Hocking must have
been as he was the first person in Adelaide
10 be told the news. Ross had 10 break the
news o Ruth, John's wite. | belicve he
did so with the assistunce of Kay Paterson,
wife of John's long time friend and fellow
Hampstead Clubmate. Grant.  What a
dreadful moment that must have been lor
all of them. Ruih. her family. Kay und
Ross.  And aur thoughts were also with
poor Curley who was stil} in Sydney.

I won’l clutter this atticle with John's
results, as they would tuake severa) pages
of small print in this magazine 10 list. B
1 will say that in the decade of the ninetics
John won the SAHPA Aggregate Points.
the highest honour in pigeon racing in
South Australia. no less than [ive limes
including four consceutive victories from
1995 1o 1998 and was never lower than
S1h position, compeling against up to 450
members. His dominance ol pigeon rac-
ing in Adelaidc waus oltimately recognised
in February 1999 when 4 new method of
calculating the aggregale points was intro-
duced. With 16 outright Association wins
during his career he was well on the way
to overhauling the record number of 18
wins held by the lale Keith Wickham,
Wilh three outright Association wins alone
this year and at the age of 58. the general
feeling in the fancy was that it was only a
mattcr of a short time before a new record
would be established. He was arguably
the best flyer in Ausiralia during the past
len years and undoubtedly the number vne
long distance flyer in the country. He
wore the unofTiciol title of “The King of
Alice Springs™.

John was ubsolulcly delighted when | had
the pleasure of advising him a few weeks
ago that one of the pigeons he sent o the
Greenfield Swd on Holland in 1991 was
the grandsire of 4th Nation Bergerac for
Hans Eijerkamp & Sons, against 14,284
birds over 569 miles. A few wceks later
John himself won the SAHPA cvent [rom
Springhurst (460 miles) with a pigeon
bred by Curley Maricic. It was a
"Gnzzle”, the sire being of the old Rocco
Horrocks bloodlines and the dam being
direct [rom a pair of imported Eijerkamp-
Muller pigeons. This is a strange coinci-
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dence but it becomes cven more
bizarre now that both families have
suffered 1ragedy within weeks of these
wins. Mrs. Eijjerkamp, who had been
ballling breast cauncer for 18 mwon(hs,
Nnally succumbed on Tuesdoy. 2nd
November, a lew weeks after (he
Bergerav success.

Ruth lold me that Johr's next chal-
lenge wis to win four SAHPA racex in
the same season, something that has
never been accomplished in the history
of the Association. He came within an
ace of accomplishing this feal 1his year
in the last race of the seuson from
Holbrook. Hix pigeon armived home at
2.33pm and after landing on the lof
decided 1o fly 10 o neighbour's back-
yard swimming pool for a drink. A
well-aimed “missile™ saw it (ake 10 the
air and it eventoally returned 1o the lafi
and went in. The best par of five min-
utes was lost in the process.  John
never winged about 1his but Greg
Humilton who had called in to walch
John clock witnessed itl. John cventu-
ally finished 9th in (he ruce. just
3. 7mpm behind the winner. | believe
anolher of hix ambitions for the year
2000 was (0 win the §20 mile Alice
Springs race with a straight-bred
Junssen and he was quite confident of
doing it. These are examples of goals
that John was continually seuling him-
sell and accomplishing. It will be a
long (ime, if cver. belore we see anoth-
er of the likes ol John Prvor.
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Our staff at APFA have faken hundreds
of calls from pigeon Ffunciers that
autended our 1999 Pigeon Conventian
expressing Lheir sincese condolences 10
Jobn Pryor’s family and appreciate the
knowledge that John imparied (o them
at the seminars.  Privale discussions.
whelher it be al the breakfast table
early in the moring ar late al night in
the Resort lounge, he gave a tolal com-
mitment 10 the Pigeon Convention as
he did on the other occasions he
attended as Guest Speaker to all four
conventions held in Sydney, being the
inaugral guest speaker in 1996, our
first Sydncy convention.

The Australian pigeon fralernity has
lost arguably our greatest distance
flyer ever.

Editor
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