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T H E  A R T  O F  B R E E D I N G

by Steve Van Breeman
Leeghwater Straat 68,

1221 BH Hilversum Holland

S P E E D  A N D  I N T E L L I G E N C E ,
HALLMARKS OF A CHAMPION. HOW DO
WE RECOGNIZE AND BREED?

This part  in our ser ies about breeding
techniques deals with two very important
character ist ics;  which are closely related
to character;  intel l igence and speed.

Many a fancier tr ies to determine the
degree of intel l igence in a pigeon by
observing i ts behaviour in the lof t  and the
expression in i ts eyes. The shrewdness
and ingenuity with which a pigeon is able
to f ind independent ly i ts way back home,
or with which i t  is able to adapt to changes
i n  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  a r e  t h e  s i g n s  o f
intel l igence. When you look a pigeon in the
face, and in your minds eye you not only
see the nose, but rather the whole ( this is
also referred to as an 'owl face') you are
looking at a 'smart '  p igeon. l t  takes a bi t
of  t raining before you get the hang of this,
but af ter a whi le you not ice how much you
are able to tel l  about your feathered
fr iends, by just looking at their  face and
eyes.

The genet ist ,  Professor Alfons Anker,
once wrote a whole art ic le on the subject.
In condensed form this is what he said: i f
you mix ten class pigeons with a f  lock of
ordinary birds and you l ine them up,
st icking their  heads through a hole in the
wal l ,  you very l ikely wi l l  be able to pick out
most of the ten. But these class pigeons
have to have real class! As I remember, Jan
Aerst thought this to be exaggerated. St i l l
there is a lot  of  t ruth in that story and I
bel ieve in i t  because i t  does deal with
fundamental  aspects.

T h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  f a c i a l
expressions of a class pigeon, which

a l though unexp la inab le ,  i s  a  de f  in i te
character trade-mark; i t  is glowing with
intel l igence, f  ight ing spir i t ,  experience and
mordant.  l t  is next to impossible to try and
explain the di f ferencees in expression.
Every class pigeon represents his own
un ique qua l i t ies .  In  one b i rd ,  in te l l igence
domineers in such a way that t ime after
t ime he is able to f ind the shortest way
home. In another pigeon something else
domineers, l ike the amount of endurance,
the wi l lpower orthe dr ive to f  ight on t i l l  the
last breath to get back home. What I'm
trying to explain here is that every class
pigeon is in 'a class in itself', different from
al l  others.

Cont inu ing  w i th  th is  l ine  o f  thought
makes me real ize that,a high degree of
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f
perseverance is needed to turn an average
pigeon into a class pigeon. Other qual i t ies,
such as muscles, body weight, vitality, etc.
only promote the unfolding of a pigeon's
class.

This last statement is an important one.
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Vital i ty can be discovered by close
oþservat ion. The qual i ty of the muscles
can be determined by careful  touch. But
mordant and intel l igence can only be
detected from the facial expression of a
pigeon or by i ts achievements. To be able
to read the facial expression is something
I 'm not able to teach you. But there are
many text books around: for example ail
the class pigeons themselves. Whenever
possible, take the opportunity to visit them
and comparertheir facial expressions with
those or ordinary pigeons. After a while you
wil l  get the hang of i t .

SPEED
This qual i ty presents i tsel f  in a wide

range of variations; from a superfast
pigeon way ahead of the rest, to the slow
but consistent pr ize-winner.  This qual i ty is
a lso  t ransmi t ted  in te rmed ia i re  (see
previous article for meaning of this
expression).The Janssen-type of pigeon is
a very famous line that Excels in speed.
This qual i ty is sol idly grounded in the
Janssen- type by  inbreed ing ,  and by
qual i tat ive intermediaire inheri tance.

In case we need to add speed to the
overal l  condit ion of our f lock, we have to
purchase birds who are faster than our
own. But don' t  forget to take into account
tha t  the  speed o f  p igeons  is  a lso
inf luenced by other factors such as the
shape of the wings and the disposit ion of
the bird. But alone, without the qual i ty of
speed, these wi l l  not suff ice.

TALENT FOR A CERTAIN DISTANCE
This qual i ty (which I  almost forgot to

mention al though i t  certainly belongs to
this chapter),  is a typical  representat ive
again of group 2 and in many ways is t ied
to the qual i ty of the muscles. The talent for
a certain distance is a qual i ty which is
transmitted to the off-spring intermediaire
and inbreeding does have some inf  luence
on i t .

ln the next art ic le we wi l l  ta lk about the
muscles of a pigeon. Muscles can tel l  us
to what degree a pigeon is able to perform,
which makes this qual i ty a very interest ing
one.

To be contínued

When cross-breeding with these types of
pigeons the off-spring are always faster, or
as fast, as the parents used for breeding
.. . .  Plenty of evidence to prove this can be
found in the internat ional pigeon press.
When we cross-breed two slow types of
birds, we get pigeons who eventually show
signs of except ional v i tal i ty or the abi l i ty
of being in shape qualities, but they will
never fly any faster.
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RANGEVIE\ry JANSSENS
We have Sons, daughters, line and inbred birds from those listed below.

HARDLUCK ßountainhead)
Winner of 18 x lsts, 9 x 2nds, plus 2 x lst and 3 x 2nd Open Combine, Sire and

G/sire of winners to 1st open combine.
SAMSON (Fountainhead)

Winner of 3 x lst Combine. A son, brother and sire of combine winners.
ASDUIF WITPEN (Fountainhead)

Best son of "De 79" (winner of 9 x lsts in 200 member club. Twice lst and once
2nd Ace Pigeon in 700 member combine).

ASDUIF WIPTEN won 53 prizes including 3l in the lst l0 and was Twice Ace
for Speed in the 700 member combine.

JONGH SPEED (Fountainhead)
From ASDUIF WITPEN x an inbred niec,e, won 3rd Ace Pigeon for speed in the

700 member combine as a yearling.
WITDUIF (Fountainhead)

From ASDUIF WITPEN X his half sister. WITDUIF is responsible for many
winners including multiple lst prize winners to middle distance.

DE LICHTEN ßountainhead)
Bred by Janssen brothers, son of OUDE \ryITOGER, (world famous). DE

LICHTEN is responsible for winners in Belgium and the U.K.
DOKUS (Fountainhead)

Winner of 21 good prizes including 10 in top 10, responsible for lst prize winners
in Belgium and U.K.

ROMAIN ßountainhead)
Son of Dokus. ROMAIN is the winner of.22 piues.

STAMVATER (Louella U.K.)
Grandson of the famous BANGE '59. STAMVATER is the sire and grandsire to

many excellent stock and racing pþons.
GOLDEN BALL (Louella U.K.)

Sire, g'sire, & gt g'She, to no less than 15 pigeons that are lst prizewinners at
Combine and Amalgamation level.

SUPERMAN (Clwyd)
Pþon of the year Tame Valley RPC 1985, winner of 9 x lsts, 2 x 2nds,3 x 3rds,
¡-x +ttrs in ClûU. 2nd, 3rd, /th,l6th, Fed. His breeding combines the very best of

the Janssens i.e. Merckx, Bange, Roodoog, Witoger, Rokket and 019.
41772 (Clwd)

A nephew to SUPERMAN. He won 3 x lst, 3 x 2nd,2 x 3rd,3 x 4th, club. lst,
7th,gth, lOth, Fed.

CHAMPION 66 (Clwyd)
Winner of 17 x lsts.

Further information is available from lan Daniel'

RANGEVIEW BREEDING AND RACING STUD.
26 Rangeview Road, Landsdale, Perth. 6065

Telephone (09) 309 3559
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