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THE ART OF BREEDING

by Steve Van Breeman
Leeghwater Straat 68,
1221 BH Hilversum Holland

SPEED AND INTELLIGENCE,
HALLMARKS OF A CHAMPION. HOW DO
WE RECOGNIZE AND BREED?

This part in our series about breeding
techniques deals with two very important
characteristics; which are closely related
to character; intelligence and speed.

Many a fancier tries to determine the
degree of intelligence in a pigeon by
observing its behaviour in the loft and the
expression in its eyes. The shrewdness
and ingenuity with which a pigeon is able
to find independently its way back home,
or with which it is able to adapt to changes
in the weather, are the signs of
intelligence. When you look a pigeon in the
face, and in your minds eye you not only
see the nose, but rather the whole (this is
also referred to as an ‘owl face’) you are
looking at a ‘smart’ pigeon. It takes a bit
of training before you get the hang of this,
but after a while you notice how much you
are able to tell about your feathered
friends, by just looking at their face and
eyes.

The genetist, Professor Alfons Anker,
once wrote a whole article on the subject.
In condensed form this is what he said: if
you mix ten class pigeons with a flock of
ordinary birds and you line them up,
sticking their heads through a hole in the
wall, you very likely will be able to pick out
most of the ten. But these class pigeons
have to have real class! As | remember, Jan
Aerst thought this to be exaggerated. Still
there is a lot of truth in that story and |
believe in it because it does deal with
fundamental aspects.

There’s something in the facial
expressions of a class pigeon, which

13

although unexplainable, is a definite
character trade-mark; it is glowing with
intelligence, fighting spirit, experience and
mordant. It is next to impossible to try and
explain the differencees in expression.
Every class pigeon represents his own
unique qualities. In one bird, intelligence
domineers in such a way that time after
time he is able to find the shortest way
home. In another pigeon something else
domineers, like the amount of endurance,
the willpower or the drive to fight on till the
last breath to get back home. What I'm
trying to explain here is that every class
pigeon is in ‘a class in itself’, different from
all others.

Continuing with this line of thought
makes me realize that a high degree of
intelligence and a large amount of
perseverance is needed to turn an average
pigeon into a class pigeon. Other qualities,
such as muscles, body weight, vitality, etc.
only promote the unfolding of a pigeon’s
class.

This last statement is an important one.
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Vitality can be discovered by close
observation. The quality of the muscles
can be determined by careful touch. But
mordant and intelligence .can only be
detected from the facial expression of a
pigeon or by its achievements. To be able
to read the facial expression is something
’m not able.to teach you. But there are
many text.books-around: for.example all
the class pigeons-themselves. Whenever
possible, take the opportunity to visit them
and.compare their facial expressions with
those or ordinary pigeons. After a while you
will get the hang of it.

SPEED

This quality presents itseif in a wide
range - of -variations; from a superfast
pigeon way ahead of the rest, to the slow
but consistent prize-winner. This quality is
also transmitted intermediaire (see
previous article- for meaning of this
expression).The Janssen-type of pigeon is
a very famous line that Excels in speed.
This quality is soiidly grounded in the
Janssen-type by inbreeding, and by
qualitative intermediaire inheritance.

When cross-breeding with these types of

pigeons the off-spring are always faster, or
as fast, as the parents used for breeding
... Plenty of evidence to prove this can be
found in the international pigeon press.
When we cross-breed two siow types of
birds, we get pigeons who eventuaily show
signs of exceptional vitality or the ability
of being in shape qualities, but they will
never fly any faster.
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In case we need to add speed to the
overall condition of our flock, we have to
purchase birds who are faster than our
own. But don’t forget to take into account
that the speed of pigeons is also
influenced by other factors such as the
shape of the wings and the disposition of
the bird. But alone, without the quality of
speed, these will not suffice.

TALENT FOR A CERTAIN DISTANCE

This quality (which | almost forgot to
mention although it certainly belongs to
this chapter), is a typical representative
again of group 2 and in many ways is tied
to the quality of the muscles. The talent for
a certain distance is a quality which is
transmitted to the off-spring intermediaire
and inbreeding does have some influence
on it.

In the next article we will talk about the
muscles of a pigeon. Muscles can tell us
to what degree a pigeon is able to perform,

which makes this quality a very interesting

one.
To be continued
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RANGEVIEW JANSSENS

We have Sons, daughters, line and inbred birds from those listed below.

HARDLUCK (Fountainhead)
Winner of 18 x 1sts, 9'x 2nds, plus 2 x 1st and 3 x 2nd Open Combine, Sire and
Gisire of winners to 1st open combine.
SAMSON (Fountainhead)
Winner of 3 x 1st Combine. A son, brother and sire of combine winners.
ASDUIF WITPEN (Fountainhead)
Best son of “De 79” (winner of 9 x 1sts in 200 member club. Twice 1st and once
2nd Ace Pigeon in 700 member combine). )
ASDUIF WIPTEN won 53 prizes including 31 in the 1st 10 and was Twice Ace
for Speed in the 700 member combine.
JONGH SPEED (Fountainhead) )
From ASDUIF WITPEN x an inbred niece, won 3rd Ace Pigeon for speed in the
700 member combine as a yearling.
WITDUIF (Fountainhead)
From ASDUIF WITPEN X his half sister. WITDUIF is responsible for many
winners including muitiple 1st prize winners to middle distance.
DE LICHTEN (Fountainhead)
Bred by Janssen brothers, son of OUDE WITOGER, (world famous). DE
LICHTEN is responsible for winners in Belgium and the UK.
DOKUS (Fountainhead)
Winner of 21 good prizes 1nclud1ng 10 in top 10, responsible for lst prize winners
in Belgium and U.X.
ROMAIN (Fountainhead)
Son of Dokus. ROMAIN is the winner of 22 prizes.
STAMVATER (Louella U.K.) )
Grandson of the famous BANGE °59. STAMVATER is the sire and grandsire to
many excellent stock and racing pigeons.
GOLDEN BALL (Louella U.K.) o
Sire, g’sire, & gt g’Sire, to no less than 15 pigeons that are 1lst prizewinners at
Combine and Amalgamation level.
SUPERMAN (Clwyd)

Pigeon of the year Tame Valley RPC 1985, winner of 9 x Ists, 2 x 2nds, 3 x 3rds,
3 x 4ths in Club. 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 16th, Fed. His breeding combmes the very best of
the Janssens i.e. Merckx, Bange, Roodoog, Witoger, Rokket and 019.
41772 (Clwyd)

A nephew to SUPERMAN. He won 3 x Ist, 3 x 2nd, 2 x 3rd, 3 x 4th, club. 1st,
7th, 9th, 10th, Fed.

CHAMPION 66 (Clwyd)
Winner of 17 x 1sts.

Further information is available from lan Daniel.

RANGEVIEW BREEDING AND RACING STUD.
26 Rangeview Road, Landsdale, Perth. 6065
Telephone (09) 309 3559
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