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A del ightf  ul  couple Rod and Linda

Kakoschke of 188 North East Road, Vale
Park, were the winners of the 198g Al ice
Springs Race (830 miles). This has been
ach ieved regard less  o f  Rod 's  near
blindness (25% vision). lt was a race that
Rod has always wanted to win and he
couldn' t  bel ieve i t  had actual ly happened.
I t  took a whi l  for i t  to sink in.

Rod and his son, Greg, have spent years
propagat ing a family of pigeons with
intences concentrat ion on long distance
performances.

The race was a special event with
sponsorship from the A.N. Rai lways, they
were celebrating 60 years of National
transport. To commemorate the notable
day they provided free cartage on the Ghan
for the convoy of race birds and f ree travel
for the two conveyors, plus special
medal l ions for the f  i rst  50 pigeons home.

An extra ent icement was the $1000 f i rst
prize guaranteed by the long distance
committee. There was a f  ive bird l imit  on
the even and cost per entry was $8.

548 pigeons departed f rom the Keswick
Railway station in the care of Doug Searle
and Rob Wilson at 2.00 p.m. on the Z/9/89
arr iv ing in Al ice at 12.50 p.m. on the 8th,
two hours later than the earlier anticipated
arrival time. With birds due to be released
at 1.30 p.m. the same day, pigeons were
fed. and watered in readiness.

Temperature was warm 30 degrees with
5 to 10 knott  north to N.E. winds, c lear sky
and brill iant sunshine. Pigeons were out of
sight in eight minutes heading due south.
f t was estimated they would travel 200-250
miles the first day and conveyor reported
abundance of surface water due to recent
rains in the normally dry outback.

Distastrous weather struck the S.A. state
on the Saturday and Sunday ravaging gale
force N.W. to S.W. winds with torrent ial
rain and bad storms rampaged the country.
Anx ious ly  wa i t ing  fanc ie rs  rea l i zed
chances of birds gett ing home through
such conditions had been greatly reduced.

But the adage of wnen'tù*-Solng gets
tough the tough get going þmvied to be the
case with a smal l  number ôf plg€ons that
made i t  to their  lof ts on the $uñdav with
fu r ther  p igeons  f i t te r ing  th ieugh tne
fol lowing couple of days.

Rod was on h is  hands and knees in h is
loft checking on his Emmdale race pigeons
when he not iced h is  2 year  o ld B.C.  Pied
hen enter  the lo f t .  She was c locked at
12.19pm af ter  two days of  bat t l ing the
elements to reach her  home.

She has an unequivocal  pedigree.  Her
dam was a f i rs t  A l ice Spr ings for  the la te
Keith Pryor, this hen produced 34th LDC
Al ice a lso and is  g/dam of  28th LDC.

Sire has bred 1st  S.A.H.P.A.  Creswick
350 mi les,  12th Creswick and 34th assoc.
Coober Pedy 500 mi les.  He is  fu l l  brother
to Si re of  4th LDC Al ice and are a brother
and s is ter  mat ing to Rawl ina winner LDC.
As a youngster  the Al ice Hen d idn ' t  race
and in 1989 was raced e ight  t imes going
every 2 weeks.

Rod not iced that  she t ra ined late on the,
morning of  hamper ing for  Al ice,  so he
pooled her  r ight  through.

A month before the race Rod spent 2
weeks in  hospi ta l  wi th pneumonia,  acute
anemia and blood pressure. The birds were
lef t  in  the very capable hands of  L inda.

Linda and Rod have been married for50
years, have raised eleven children and have
qui te a few grandchi ldren.

Rod was born in the mid-north mining
town of Burra. He is of Cornish heri tage
and from his mother came the love of
pigeons. He was six and his brother Maurie
(member of Vi tesse club) 4 when they f  i rst ,
acquired pigeons.

They were members of the Burra Club
which had 13 people participating. pigeons
were conveyed to racepoints on the local
steam train. Rod was eleven when his mum
passed away and he went to live with an
uncle, hé was thir teen when he went to
work carting wool up along the Darling and

grocer ies and petro l  f rom Adela ide to
B u rra.

L inda  was  an  Ade la ide  g i r l  and  a  v i s i t  t o
Bu r ra  me t  Rod ,  t he i r  cou r t sh ip  f o l l owed .
L inda  was  an  on l y  ch i l d ,  a t  t h i r t een  she
could dr ive and became adept  at  shovel
work,  r is ing at  2.00 a.m. to help her  father
load sand and gravel  for  h is  contracts,  for
house  cons t ruc t i ons .  He r  f a the r  supp l i ed
the sand and metal  for  the Par l iament
House  bu i l d i ng .  He  bu i l t  h i s  house  w i th
marble le f t  over  f  rom th is  great  s t ructure.
Rod and L inda l ive in  th is  house today.

A t  18  Rod  found  the  ou l l  o f  l ove  too
strong and decided to re- locate h imsel f  in
Adela ide going to work for  L inda's  father
and later  establ ish ing h is  own Quarry-
master  business work ing contracts a l l  over
Austra l ia .

On a property  in  Greenacres which is
now suburbia,  but  was then f  armland they
managed a poul t ry  farm, Jersey stud and
mer ino  sheep .  I n  1954  Rod  bu i l t  a  l o f t  and
star ted rac ing again.  A p igeon st rayed to

him f rom Vic Pape,  he was to ld to keep i t .
On atough race f  rom Balan three p igeons
made i t  home on the a l l  day f ly ,  two were
for  Pape and one was Rod's i t  was the
stray.  l t  was f  rom th is  moment he real ized
the imoortance of  b loodl ines.

He purchased more p igeons f  rom Pape,
Wegge Harrison, Logan Royal. Rod used to
regular ly  v is i t  h is  cousin Kei th Pryor ,  Kei th
was a long d is tance enthusiast  and i t  was
af ter  h is  death at  h is  f ina l  sa le that  Rod
ob ta ined  the  A l i ce  w inne r  t ha t  was  to
produce Rod's Al ice winner.  The ancestry
in th is  hen was Hansen and Char l ie  Delane.

In 1959 Rod and Greg won the Advertiser
Trophy for  the long d is tance aggregate -

race  po in t s  we re  A l i ce  Sp r i ngs  and  Junee .
In  1988  Rod  and  Greg  were  s t i l l f l y i ng  as

Dartners and i t  was Rod who c locked thei r
Bathurst  assoc.  winner at  7 '40 p.m. on the
second n ight .  That  race was smash
cond i t i ons  a l so  w i t h  heavy  ra in  and
ha i l s to rms  p reva i l i ng .

Heredi ty  is  a l l  important  in  creat ing

Hampering night at S.A.H.P.A. Headquarters for Alice Springs 1989. Photo courtesy Brian Cotton.



Greg Hodgins,2nd Alice Spr¡ngs 1990 and Maurie Kakoschke (teft),3rd Atice Springs 1990.

champions as once again i t  has been
proved wi th Rod's Al ice Spr ings winner,  he
wi l l  re l ive the p lease of  that  specia l  day
forever.

Greg Hodgins of  the Vi tesse Club was
placed second in the race.  He fe l l  as leep
wh i l s t  s i t t i ng  and  wa i t i ng  f o r  h i s  A l i ce
pigeons and awoke at  12.29pm to f ind h is
p igeon  i n  t he  l o f t .  H i s  hen  i s  a  b lue  ba rd
rung  85 .  She  f l ew  A l i ce  Sp r i ngs  i n  88  hom-
ing  j us t  ou t  o f  r ace  t ime .

Sire of  the hen is  a Blue Bar Vic Paoe.
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Has produced a lso 3rd L i t t le  Topar Assoc.
17 th  Nund roo  Assoc .  23  Euc la  Assoc .
G /s i re  o f  7 th  Nocka tunga  fo r  Maur i s
Kakoschke.

Dam Blue Check -  Alan Goodger -  has
p roduced  2nd  Morundah  Assoc .25 th  A l i ce
Spr ings .  G /dam o f  17 th  A l i ce  Sp r i ngs .  A  f  u l l
brother  ot  th is  he bred 8th Canberra Assoc.
fo r  Greg .

3 rd  pos i t i on  Maur ie  Kakoschke  w i th  V i c
Paoe b loodl ines.

Pat Marchant
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LO U E L LA - rhe British way or sayins piseons -
soon it will be the Australian way!

Watch the  fancy  press  fo r  fu r ther  in fo rmat ìon  regard ing  the  Super  Auc t ion  Sa le  o f  Loue l la
Stock  tha t  i s  to  take  p lace  ìn  Sydney in  October .  Th is  sensat iona l  d ra f t  o f  h igh  qua l i t y  1990
rung b i rds  w l l l  inc lude the  abso lu te  bes t  b red  f rom our  in te rna t iona l l y  famous champions .
They  w i l l  have been bred  in  our  s ing le  f l igh t  compar tments  ensur ing  guaranteed parentage.
Louella stock is proving to be much sought after in al l  parts of the world and many Austral ian
fanc ie rs  have long awai ted  the  oppor tun i thy  to  be  ab le  to  purchase s tock  f rom our

in te rna t iona l l y  famous fami l ies .

IUST IOOK AT THESE BUSSCHAERTS,  THREE Ot  OUR 70+ CHAMPIONS OF THIS STRAIN

Mark Massarelle with Ch. Clapper, winner of 36 x lst and hreeding lst prize wínners. John Massarella
with Ch. treland's Dream Girl, winner of 3B x 1st, 3 x lst Combine, 5 x 2nd Combine, averaging
18,000 birds a race, Michael Massarella with Ch. Studtopper, champion producer. Two sons and
a grandson that alone have won 57 x 1st,2 x lst Open Combine and Sth Open Combine plus 12 x lst

Federation.

VENUE:  PARRAMATTA RUCBY LEACUE CLUB.

October ,  1990.  V iewing  f rom i1  a .m.  Sa le  s ta r ts  1  p .m.  p rompt .
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