The only way 1o deter
! mine the quality of the un-
. -tried:youngster is to race
? ity physzcal appearance, or
beauty means little, for ‘the

o Goodt consistent racers
L -¢ome -in’ all.colors, shapes
2 and sizes, Which ‘are usually
[ family characteristics, and
are of 'little wvalue as a
measuring’ stick for assess-
-7ing-the flock- as a:whole.

The old “hand ‘with his
own family or strain is bet-
.ter equipped te cull because
past records of the young-
sters. bred . from - various
_pairs in his: breeding loft
supply- . most of - the clues
necessary-for. him-to. sort
the good from the bad.

In ‘many cases, the good
ones “bred. . from:  a- pair
-possess - discernable traits
that are lacking in-the poor

nd in this instance
perienced  fancier
with the max;mum

his. own Ioft,- ~he is not
qualified: ."to  ~cull \-others|®
bred in:-anotherloft and
which are not of his strain,
.. The.only way he can as-
‘sist. the novice in‘this re-
-spect “is .to. point:out’ the
weak ones.

Therefore, = the - young
fancier is advised to allow
his.strong youngsters to

_prove: their ‘value: by way
of” performance m the
races,

. Small Value

Tt is 4 fach that in the. best
of lofts, at'least 60'p.c. of those
raced prove of small value a8’ a
. racer, and . so -faill to. measure
-up’ to expeciations, even: though
th?l owner  knows. his: mgeons
we!

The-point is that despibe the
knowledge galned by expexience
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desu‘a, le traits are hidden.}

faster. if he stays in-

I there “ave Y.
“|training “and ‘racing ‘which are

over the years, the suceessful
owner-is still not good enough,
or stupid- enough,- to attempt to
eliminate this 60 p.c. early in

the season’ so. that meoney can{

be: saved.

This shoild- provide the new-
comer with . some idea of -the
enormity;’ of - his _disadvantage
if he tries- to eull 'his pigeons
because some of them -don’s ap-
peal ‘to- him

The best: way to assess the
value of -his ; judgment is . to
make -a. note .of his selections
before - the -season beging -and
lock: the note  away -until: the
programme ‘i$ .-completed.

~If he recovers from-the shock;iEven the ¢‘old hand” cannod
he will stand a good chance of pass this advice on to the
becoming successfu +ilaterinovice, because something
yeard; 3 inexplicable tells -him when to
There “is. positively "no’: sure{stop feeding. -

way. to assass.the worth of the
untried youngster, s

If. the novice is: equipped with
the various books which divu
the *“secrets’” of selection;: he
advised to pub. them:
shelf marked “Fables angd Fa
cles’” _and. set . about- the  task
of "learning how - to . cendition
his pigeons for. the-job,

He will find.that the best éves
to have are hxs own,: if-he uses
them properly.. =

- Inside Loft

The hest poIicy to use ‘them is
inside  his . loft: where every
hour spent’ is “worth & dozen
wasted  elsewhere;

‘Too .1many young
spend too: much -time - in’
around. other lofts a.nd
enough: in- their .own

It is: important tha.t they be
taught: the  basic principles oI
proper..care -and managemert
and the best teacher is ‘the suc-
cessful. “‘old. hand.”’

There are few exberienced
owners’ who are not. willing to
set the newcomer on the right
track by means of - soufid ad:

fanciers
and
not

vice -and often’ by way of pro-|

viding sound ‘stock, but as soon
&s ‘the ‘novice has sained these
essentials he should:be. content.
He  will "progress further and
his ‘own
backyard and spends his spare
time “with his own pigeons.
‘Theére will be occasions when
further advice is- reguired.
When “these  eventuate,. hel|o:

should put ‘the questlgn ta. thet

‘suecessful “‘‘old han who, in
nrost cases will be-able 0 pro-
vide the correct reply.

it is - useless. seeking “the
answers - from - others no better
qualiﬁed than - himself. . .

The. ‘novice~ must realise. that).
L103) methods

of ‘equal  value, ‘and he. will ‘be
ou-the right track if he selécts

one and . sticks- to. it. Chopping|.

and messing about. with' several
will--keep hlm 2t the rear end

lot. the fietd

He will flnd that " the best

elgain the happy medium by his
own , personal observations made
Shin his own. loft. g

of [that -
Perkins is in hospital £t Port

[ nly The Weak Shauld Dwg
- The novice: s’muld only cull young birds lf he is. over-

¢ stocked, and if cullmg is necessary, he will be wise zf it is
- only the weak ones which are eliminated. o ~

sons, when success.‘or: failure
rests mainly on  the' -number
of ‘good -ones he bxeeds from
year to vyear.
As-one can spend a llfetlme
in © the = sport - without really
mastering any one system, even
the ‘‘old hand” is at a loss
to -find the reason for a -bad
‘year, -
However, when' the next pro-
gramme . is flown, he still
tains his old mebhcds and
is” amazing how often 'a good
season follows*a bad one.
One of the hardest things .to
determine -is to know. when &
pigeon has had enough to eat.

There is' no doubt that more
pigeons are overfed than under-
fed and the newcomer will only

‘The'-best. he can -be told is

their perches and¢ stay . there,
and:. underfed .ones will futter
wildly to the loft” front every-
time ‘he passes nearby.”

Those which bavé received the
correct - amount ‘are active 'in
the loft throughout most of the
day, ‘without -sign of laziness
of the overfed, or the- frantic
enersy of " the  underfed.

the desived balance of the two,
and -leafns. how much to- feed
each bird to maintain it, he will

the front.
It is mnot a simple. matter of
feeding - the ' same amount ver

cause the factors of tempera
ture, time spent at. exercise and
the easiness or difficulty of Sat
urday’s race nust. all  be con-
sidered ‘if. ‘the correct ration is
to . be - provided.

“Secrets | !

However, ©<these. “are  the
“secrets?”: he must find for him-|
self . as' time ‘goés on, “The |
most -impottant thing early ‘mn
his ~career is  that he doesn’t

i

cause he doesnt like” the look

P’e is advised to let them
prove  themselves: on  the road,
and at the end of the season
he will find ‘that most of .the
despised " ones’ are- still on-the
perch- and most of the favorit.es
are .absent,.

Reéaders will be sorry to lea»m
tonmer . fancier = Doug

Pirie “with a  heart -eondition,

‘Mr. Perkins is well-known for
his performsance of winning two
Melbourne: ‘to" Port Pirie races
with the: same hen. .

Latest reports: say that Mr.

of .- systems will . provide the
good,  bad and . average sea-

Perkins 18 ‘making ‘good pro-
gress. 5

that overfed birds  will fly ‘tod

find he is well on the way tolf

bird every day of the week, he-}

cull the- sbrong youngster be-li
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